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Hart County Grotto Wlth Cathedral, Just

Discovered May Rival Mammoth Cave

Dome On Onyx Avenue Rises
200 Feet From Street As
Level As Boulevard.

Svecial to The Courier-Journal, .

Munfordvilie, Xy., Jan. 1§.—In un-
derground, galleries never before
visited by white men, a human skel-
eton was discovered last Monday in
Great Crystal Cave in Hart County.

Colncidez;t with the discovery of
the bones! was the finding of a
great underground cathedral which,
it is said, will rival the wonders
of Mammotn Cave. An avenue, half
a mile long and almost as level as
a boulevard, was found by explor-
ers. Here the dome rises 200 .feet
above the bed of the cave. It is
on & terraced ledge above the floor
of the newly discovered gallery that
the skeleton was unearthed from
beneath a pile of drift.

Floyd Coilins on whose farm the

cavé was found three years ago,

‘discovered the skeleton and the

subterranean gallaries. Overturn-
ing & huge boulder which hlocked a
he thrust his torch

passageway,
into the aperture and crawled
through. A wonderfu! scene opened

up before his eyes. As far as he
could see the torch cast giant shad-
ows on the walls. Others of the
exploring  party followed Collins
and, leaving a signal fire at the
opening, they began investigating
the great underground passage. It
was while looking for drift ivood
for the signal fire that the skele-
ton was unearthed.

The skeleton was left where it
was found and Dr, E. D, Turner
of Cave City was called to examine
jt. it pronounceéd it that of an

_aborigine and perhaps a race that
‘preceded the Indians in Kentucky.

No while man had. ever hefore tra-
versed the grotto.

The bones will be removed from
the cave and taken to Cave City.
An effort will be made to have
scientific men pass on their antig-
ulty.

The newly discov ered avenue was
named Onyx Avenue hy citizens of
Cavé City who visited the place in

Human Skeleton Found
Which, Explorers Believe,
May Antedate Indians.

crowds following the heralding of
the new Kentucky wonder. Many
miles of smaller avenues, which
may disclose new wonders, have yet
to be traversed.

The cave was discovered three
years ago when Lee Collins, a broth-
er of Floyd Collins, noticed the
breathing of a sink-hole on his
place. At times the air rushed out
of the sink-hole with a singing
sound.. With dynamite, the opening

! found the unexplored

was made large enough for a2 man
to descend with a ladder. The first
employer announced that he haad
recesses of
Mammoth Cave. Since then the cave
hag been explored from time  to
‘time but not until last week were
the great underground domes dis-
closed.
. The cave is about eleven miles
| from Cave City and is near Green
River. It is nine miles from the
miin_entrance of Mammoth Cave
but is believed to be a distinct
cavern. Cave City business men be-
lieve the cave will eventually be
! :% rival of Edmonson County’'s won-
" der.,
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